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A green eye on
growing trends

Kirsty McLuckie sits with garden designer Lisa Lempsink
to discuss her business and the more sustainable ways
homeowners can get more out of their outdoor spaces

Job title Garden designer,  have been
running my own company, Lempsink
Garden Design for thelast 16 years.
Most of my business is based around
Edinburgh, East Lothian, the Borders,
Fife and central, butIworkall over
Scotland.

What does the job involve?1 offer
afull range of services from
consultations—which canjustbea
clientwanting an hour or two's advice
onagarden or comments on their
own design-or we can produce a
detailed brief for a garden design,
based on their wishes.

A surveywould be done, the concept
plans are produced with detailed
drawings and 3D illustrations.

Once those are complete, the
clients can take the brief to their own
contractor, but most people will look
tometo bring in contractors for the
landscaping work.

Once the hard landscaping is done,
Idrawup a planting plan, buy all the
plants, and then set them outin the
positions in which they’ll grow. And I
can bring in a team to do the planting.

Who are your clients? The majority
are over-50,alot of them have
decided to stay in their current home
for years—their kids have leftand they
are getting round to sorting out their
garden so thatitcan bereally enjoyed.

What are the current trends? There
isa growing awareness of plants
thatwill bring in birds, bees and

PERSONAL PROPERTIES

Qualifications | completed a business
studies degree and worked in the
pharmaceutical industry for 15 years
before deciding it wasn't for me. | then
embarked on a HND in garden design
at the Scottish Agricultural College
from 2006 to 2008.

First job After graduation, | worked

in a nursery in Pencaitland for two
and a half years, learning the more
hands-on aspects of the job, as a sort
of apprenticeship, while setting up the
Lempsink Garden Design business.
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Career development | undertook
CPD (continuing professional
development) courses myself, and
researched anything | could find
online related to garden design.

| subsequently joined entrepreneurial
networks and found my first
clients among other small business
owners.

Home life | live in Ravelston,
Edinburgh, with my partner,

Mark Pearson, who works in IT for
Scottish Forestry.

resources is much more prevalent
now.

Low-maintenance has always
been an attraction-I've only ever
had one client who asked for a high
maintenance garden!

And thereisahuge growthin
gardens designed for entertaining.
Fire pits and pizza ovens are a big
thing to families with kids.

How long doesi it take? All garden
designers have experienced clients
phoning and asking you to start
immediately because they want
toupgrade before selling. Butall
competent garden designers have
waiting lists.

And while there are plenty of things
you can do to make your garden look
better in the short term, if you want
aproper overhaul and redesign you
need to plan well in advance.

Thave occasionally done a quick fix
ona property for sale-replacingall
the plantsin an existingborderina

frontgarden, for instance. But, for
most people, if you wanta garden
looking its best for a certain date,
youneed a very long lead-in time.
Twoto threeyears for it to really get
established.

How muchdoesitcost?Itisa major
investmentand a lot of people don’t
have the budget to achieve exactly
what they want. Maybe 15 years ago
you could getan average garden —six
metres by 14 metres—redesigned for
£10,000, now that is more likely to be
£30,000.

Labour is by far the biggest cost, as
you are probably employing three
people for around three weeks. On
top of that, you have materials and
plants. My fees are about 10 to 15 per
cent of the overall cost.

Butwe dowork with the clients
tomanage their budgets—wedon't
like to compromise on design but
we can lower costs by changing
the materials. And there are clever

“Sustainability ingarden
deszgn isreally .
important...using
natural resourcesis much
moreprevalentnow”

design tricks if you are on a budget -
using the right plants to offer shade,
screening or heightisa much cheaper
option to hard landscaping.

Which are your favourite plants to
work with?1like salvias, [ think they
arereally lovely and thereis a broad
range of them.

Ilove heucheras and heucherellas,
you grow them for the colour of the
leaves and you can get pink, purple,
caramels,and marmalade colours, as
well aslime green.

Andthereisalovely grass called

Acorus ogon whichisyellowand can
givea pop of colour in the shade or in
the sun, soitisareally useful plant for
peopletotry.

What plants should gardeners
avoid? Iwould always advise people
toresearch plants before putting
them in the garden to make sure they
aren‘treally invasive. OneInever use
is Lady’s mantle— Alchemilla mollis—
which is beautiful but it self-seeds
everywhere to the pointitbecomes an
infestation in every nook and cranny.

AndIknow peoplelike the look of
awild garden, butyou do need to be
careful with something that can take
over the whole space.

Research the plantsyou are
buying and try and match them
with positions, soil conditions and
the amount of light where they will
thrive. But thereis also always a
percentage of loss with plants—no
matter how well you treat them.
Some plants are just moody.

FINISHING TOUCH

A fantastically fruity
selection of tableware
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‘'your whole table
“amakeover,and
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fruitsalad of
summer serving
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Pineapplejug
Whatbetter way
toserve refreshing
summer drinksthan
from this vivacious
vessel. Giving some
seriousretrovibes

. from Pineapple
Dance studios to
Club Tropicana
(warning—drinks
may notbe free).
£12.99, Homesense

Set of 4 Fruit Placemats

These fruity table protectors will
bring a zesty zing of colour to any
meal. The pack of four contains |

two orange and two lemon ﬁl/atéf,:, / / it
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